HPCs (CD34(+)/CD45(+)) and plasma IGF-1 levels were measured at specific sequential time points (0, 6, 18 and 28 weeks) in 43 untreated mRCC patients receiving sunitinib (50 mg for 28 days followed by 14-day off treatment).
Univariate and multivariate analysis assessed the prognostic significance of HPCs and IGF-1. RESULTS: HPCs levels were raised in 40 of 43 (93%) of patients. IGF-1 levels were raised in 9 of 43 patients (21%). Univariate and multivariate analysis revealed that high HPCs before treatment were associated with a significantly shorter overall survival (hazard ratio 3.3, 95% confidence interval 1.23-8.8, P = 0.01), which was not the case for IGF-1 levels. Both HPC and IGF-1 levels fell with sunitinib (61% and 14% fall, respectively, P < 0. 
